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Dear Sir: 

In response to the requirement for restriction under 
35 U.S.C. §§121 and 372, set forth in the Official Action dated 
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September 13, 2001, in the above- identified patent application, 
applicants hereby elect, without traverse, the "Group VI" 
invention, namely, claims 26-30, 32-37 and 48, which are directed 
to isolated nucleic acid comprising a bacterial DNA which encodes 
mycolic acid protein Regulator, REG, vectors comprising such 
nucleic acid and methods of transforming host cells using such 
vectors . 

Further in response to the aforementioned restriction 

requirement, applicants hereby request entry of the following 

claim amendments. 

Please amend claims 30, 32, 33, 35 and 37, as follows: 



33 



5^ 



if) 



(Amended) \ A nucleic acid as claimed .in claim 54 further 
comprising V heterologous signal gene operably linked to 
the inducible, promoter. 

(Amended) \A vector comprising - the nucleic acid of claim 
30 . 

(Amended) A vector as claimed in claim 32 comprising at 
least one of \he following: luxAB signal genes; sacB gene; 
antibiotic resistance; RP4/RK2 mobilizing elements. 



35. (Amended) AVethod of transforming a host cell comprising 



use of a vectoV as claimed in claim 32 



37 . (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 35 wherein the host 
cell is a mycolic acid bacterium of the same strain from 
which at least one of the inducible promoter and operon 



